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ms ff Repreſentation made by the Lower Houſe of 
WIN - Ip C tion 0 the Ar chbiſh and Biſhops, E 
ßj·7 5 fe rh in Y 

"8 ak HE Publiſher of theſe Papers their Viſitations. It muſt therefore be pre 

9 is One, who with great Grief ſum'd , that in Thoſe Dioceſes where the 

1 obſerv d the Riſe and Progreſs Biſhops have viſited, fince ſuch Copies 

"My — of thoſe Diſputes, which late- were made out for them, and communiea- 

5 ly divided the Two Houſes of Con voca- ted to them, the Contents of theſe Papers 

4 tion, and which ſeem'd to be thrown in, have been already imparted to the Clergy, 

: . or laid hold of, by Artful Men, on purpoſe by their reſpective Dioceſans: But be- 

55 to leſſen the Reputation, and defeat the cauſe, in ſome parts of the Province, there 

{A Ends of ſuch Uſeful and Venerable Aſſem- may have been no Epiſcopal Viſitation 

* blies. He was pleas d, the laſt Winter, to this Summer, the Clergy in thoſe parts, 

haar, that thoſe Diſputes, had, in ſome may not be ill pleaſed to be this way in- 

py __ mealure, given may to Nuſineſe of a more form'd of what was done, the laſt Winter, 

' © Publick Nature, and Influence; and took by their Repreſentatives. It is poſſible, 

; care to furniſh himſelf with Copies of what that what is here Publiſh'd, may be in- 

| had paſs'd on that Occafion. 2 tirely new, even to ſome who are of. the 

5 Among the Papers, offer 'd by the Low- Convocation ; for I have heard it often 

1 A er to the Higher Houſe, he found the complain'd, that in many Seſſions there has 


following - Propoſal for redreſſing ſeveral been but a ſlender appearance. of Members 
Abuſes, and Grievances , in points of Im- in the Houſe : And, that not only ſeveral 


95 portance, and which were properly of Ec- have been abſent, who live inthe remoter 
: ' clefiaftical Cognizance, The peruſal of it parts of the Province, and who, by the little 
d gaye him great Satisfaction, nor was it leſs Buſineſs the Clergy: have, been fuffer'd to 
5 " approv'd , by all thoſe to whom he hath do in ſome late Convocations, may have 
5 communicated it. He thought therefore been diſcourag'd from paying a long and 
5 that it might be for the Henour of the chargeable Attendance, to the detriment 
8 Lower Houſe, and for the Intereſt of the of their Families, and of their Curcs, with- 
5 Church, that it ſhould be made more Pub- out. a Proſpett of any conſiderable ſervice 
. to the Church; but that Some alſo, who 
y It is not fo be doubted, but that, when conſtautly reſide in Town, Men of Plenty, 
F the Convocation meets again, we ſhall , and of Leiſure, who have a large Sb are in 


hear what has been done by the Biſhops, the Dignities end Frofits of the Church, 
jn their ſeveralDioceſes towards the redre!s and who.are happy in the ſingular Favour 
of tue Grievances here repreſented: For and Countenance of our Moſt Reverend 
bis Grace of Canterbury was pleas d to in- Primate, have yet been fo far wanting in 
form th: (ler gy of the Lower Houle, That their Duty to the Church, and tc his 
an Order bad been given in the Upper, for the Grace, as never once, during a long Con- 
making our Copies of ibis Repreſentation, both vccation, to have ſtept into Henn the Se- 
for whe preſent, and abſeur Biſbops. And i, venth's Cbeppel, cr to hare vouchſaf d 
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Grace (rufted, "Thar they would makevt- 9095 their Brethren there, the Hondur and Be- 


F per Uſe of n, at all times, and c/pecialh at nefit of their Preſence and Counſel. I cag- 
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rot eaſily believe, what has been farther 
told me, that theſe Perſons , when they 
have formerly, upon ſome Occaſions, ap- 
pear'd in the Houſe, have been ſo far from 
propoſing, or promoting any , Synodical 
Buſineſs there, that whatever has been of- 
fer'd of that kind, by Others, has from 
Them always met with Diſcouragement 
and Oppoſition. Poſſible it is, that They 
may have been unwilling to concur with 
their Brethren in any thing, tho? in it ſelf 
fit and neceſſary to be done, leaft they 
might ſeem to countenance them in their 
ſuppos' d Encroachments upon the Rights 
of the Metropolitan and Biſhops : But, 
when they ſhall conſider, that the moft 
eaſie, and moſt effectual Way to ſet aſide 
the unhappy Diſputes between the Two 
Houſes ,- is to proceed upon Buſineſs of 
Weight, and Moment; that the Jealouſies 
which have been entertain'd of ſome Pre- 
lates, and other Eminent Dignitaries of 
the Church,as if they were not true Friends 
to Convocations, will be beſt cur*d by their 
ſhewing a more than ordinary Vigout, and 
Activity, in promoting the proper Work 
of ſuch Aſſemblies; and that Thoſe of the 
Lower Houſe, who are now thought to 
have a leſs Reſpect than is due to many 
of the Biſhops, and a worſe Opinion, than 
they ought to have, of ſome few of their 
- Brethren, muſt, of Neceſſity, either change 
their Sentiments, or be inexcuſable before 
God and Man , if they do not change 
them, as ſoon as ſuch Biſhops, and Thoſe 
of the Clergy who are known to be under 


their Influence, ſhall ſhew themſelves as 


forward to do Buſineſs in Conyocation, as 
they have hitherto appear'd backward ; 
when, I ſay, They ſhall be pleas'd to 
take theſe things into their Conſideration, 
cooly, and impartially, I doubt not, but 
they will ſhew-that Regard to the Peace of 
the Church, to the Agreement of the 
Two Houſes, to the Honour of the Bi- 
ſhops, and to their own Characters, as to 
fall in heartily with ſuch Meaſures, as are 
eee likely to contribute to theſe good 
nds. 2 
The Reformation of Publick Abuſes in 
the Church is not the Private Intereſt, and 
ſould not be the ſeparate Concern of any 
One Set of Men; None, who lincerely 
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love the Church, will ſuffer Others to out- 
do them in an Unfeigned Zeal for its True 
Intereft , And Thoſe who would be thought 
to have any Friendſhip for it, will not let 


Others go away with the Reputation of 


appearing more Vigorous in its Service, 
than Themſelves, If They, who, in a de- 
cent and legal manner, preſs for a Refor- 
mation of Grievances, are in Earnc ſt, they 
deſerve to be encourag'd, and affifted; if 
under this pretence, they are carrying on 
any ſiniſter Ends, the amending what is 
confeſſedly amiſs, is in it ſelf reaſonable, 
and will be the beft way to diſcover the ill 
Deſigns of theſe Men, and to diſappoint 
75:6; 1 45 
Some of the Irregularities mention'd in 
this Paper may be thought capable of be- 
ing remedied by the ſole Authority of 
thoſe of the Lower Houſe, who are entru- 
fied with Eccleſiaftical Juriſdiction; and 
there are Some poſſibly, which the Complai- 
nants themſelves are guilty of, and which 
would in a great meaſure cur'd, would They, 
inncau viiwumplainng of the breach of 
Canons, give a good Example by obſerving . 
'em. But; if it be conſider'd, that when 
Abuſes have long and generally prevail'd, 
they begin to pleada kind of Preſcription; 
that Eccleſiaſtical Laws, are, by a conftant 
and uncontroll'd negle@ of them, thought 
to be virtually repeabd; that Private Per- 
ſons are in wy of incurring the hard 
Cenſures of Affectation and Singularity, 
by a ſtiff Obſervance of thoſe Canons, 
which Men. of their own Order, Eminent 
for Learning and Piety, make no Scruple 
to tranſgreſs; and that the - manifold In- 
conveniencies, which ariſe from the breach 
of Eccleſiaftical Conſtitutions, are not to 
be prevented by the ſtrictneſs of ſome 
few Minifters, or any other way to be re- 
medied, but by a general and reſolute Ob- 
ſervance of the wholſome Orders of the 
Church: It muſt be allowed, that even 
theſe Evils are not likely to be redreſs'd 
without the United Counſels and Endea- 
vours of the. Whole Body of the Clergy, 
} ning together in- this good "Work, ard 
acting by common Conſent, upon a Synodi- 
cal Determination, and an ayow'd Reſo- 


lution of countenancing, and ſupporting - 
Each Other. | BOS ts % . „ W8:0 ; * * 


Af the Biſhops and the Cl-rgy, at their 


next meeting, do with Heartineſs and U- 


nanimity exert that Authority, which, by 
the Conflicution of this Kingdom, is 
lodg'd in a Provincial Synod, for the Re- 
formation ot ſuch Abuſcs, as They are ſuf- 
ficiently empower'd to correct, it will ſoon 
appear to the World, that a Convocation 
is not ſo inſignificant an Aſſembly, as ſome 
Enemies of the Church have endeavour'd 
to repreſent, and ro render it. Refor- 
mation is on all Hands agreed'to be necel- 
ſary: Thoſe who have lifted themſelves in 
Voluntary Societies for this purpoſe, have 
had the Applauſe, the Encouragement, 
and the Aſſiſtance of many worthy Biſhops 
of our Church: It were earneſtly to be 
wind, that their Lordſhips would call up- 
on the Clergy to jozn with Them in their 
Convocational Capacity, for the carrying 
on this neceſſary Work: An Ecclekaftical 
Synod is a Society for Reformation, Eſta 
bliſh'd by Apoftolical Authority, by the 
cConſtant Uſage of the Catholick Church, 
aud by the Laws, and Cnftams of rhis Na- 
tion; It is made up of Members, from 
whoſe Fiety, Wiſdom, Experience, and 
Authority, we may hope for ſuch a Pro- 
greſs in a Publick Reformation of Manners, 
as is not to be expected from the Endea- 
yours of Private Perſons, tho' their Prin- 
ciples are never ſo good, and their Deſigns 
really ſuch as they appear; and from the 
Counſels and Proceedings of a Convocati- 
on, we have no reaſon to apprehend any 
of thoſe Dangers, which ſome pretend to 
be afraid may poſſibly enſue, to the Church 
or State, from unauthoriz'd Societies, who, 
tho combining for very good Purpoſes, 
may, in time, by the dextrous Manage- 
ment of ſome cunning Men, be made Ule 
of for promoting very bad Ones. All the 
World will confeſs that our Prelates are in 
earneſt for Reformation , when They ſee 
Them, and Their Friends, whom They 
can influence , bent upon promoting it 
within their own proper Sphere, a Convo- 
cation. 1 
When the Clergy have redreſs d ſuch A- 
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buſes, as it lies in the power of a Syaod te 


reform, they may then with a better grace, 
ask the Aſſiſtance of the Queen, or Parlia- 


ment, for the Amendment of any things, if 
any there are, which are not to be ſet right, 
without the Regal, or Legiſlative Autho- 
rity, This preient Parliament have given 
the Clergy abundant Proofs of their readi- 
neſs to do every thing that may be for the 
Honour, Intereſt, and Security of the 
Church of Exgland. We of the Eftabliſh'q 
Church, are, thro' God's Bleſſing, happy 
under the Government of a Queen, who is 
in her Heart intirely Engliſh, and, for that 
reaſon, intirely Ours : She has had her 
Education in this Church, and has run 
great Hazards for it: Her Principles muſt = 
always keep Her intirely firm to its Inte- 


reſt: Of her particular Care to encourage 


and maintain the Chureh, as by Law Efte- 


bliſh'd,She has given us repeated Aſſurances, 


and Proofs: and One ſuch,by her late Boun- 
to the Clergy, as never was given by any 
of her Royal Predeceſſors. When hei 
Majefties unparallell'd Charity ſhall take 
effect, ſeveral of the Grievances, under 
which the Church doth now groan, and 
which plainly ariſe from the low and nar- 
row Circumſtances of the pcorer Clergy, 
will be effectually remedied : And if any 
thing be yet wanting for the Support, 
Welfare, and Ornament of the Church, 
which the Royal Authority can ſupply, the 
Clergy may be ſecure, that it will be no 
longer wanting, when it is once laid before 
Her Moſt Sacred Majeſty. In Such an 
happy Juncture, under Such a Queen, if 
nothing be done by the Governing Clergy 
for retrieving the Honour, and ſhewing the 
Uſefulneſs of Convocations, this ancient 
part of our Conſtitution will quickly 
moulder away, and the Ruin of it will be 
wholly owing to the Supineneſs of Thoſe, 
who being entruſted with the care of pre- 
ſerving it Safe and Intire, for the Honour 
of God, and the good of his Church, will 
never be able to excuſe themſelyes, to the 
World, or to their own Conſciences, for 


ſuch an unpardonable Breach of ſo Sacred a 
TS 


\c- EL ee 
r 


CT 


T5 the Moſt Reverend the Lord Arch-Biſhop o 
Canterbury, his Grace, and the Right Re- 


bend the Biſops lis Sufragans. 


The Humble Repreſentation of the Lower-Houſe 


of Convocation. - 


: May it pleaſe your Grace and your: Loi dſbips 5 


1 Grace by our Prolocutor , in the 
ſhon, December the 15th, by which We 


| HG Received a Meſſage from your 


| were Encouraged. to hope, that againſt 


our. next meeting with your Lordſhips, on 
February the 4th, ſufficient Powers might 
be procured, for the Joynt diſpatch of Sy- 


nodical bufinefs; We then thought it our 


Duty to employ ſeveral of our Members, 
in preparing-onOur parts, during this long 


receſs of your Lotdſhips, ſuch Heads of 


Matter, as being debated, and approved 
by Us, might properly be offered to your 
Lordſhips-grave and wiſe Conſideration. 


Accordingly We have duely weighed in 


our Houſe the following Articles; and do, 


with all Humility, repreſent to your Lord- 


tips; , | 


That à general negleft of divers Ca- 


nons and Conſtitutions, now in force doth 
(among other greatinconveniencies thence 


ariſing) tend to introduce ſuch Cuſtoms, 
anch Uſages, as may, in time, be interpreted 
to amount to a Preſcription, and thereby 
the Authority and Force of the ſaid Ca- 
nons, may be evaded, the Clergy loſe their 
undoubred Rights, and be involved in 
fruitleſs conteſts, and Law-ſuits, wich their 


| Pariſhioners, 


That matter of great offence hath been 


Adminiftred to Pious Chriftians, and ma- 


ny Evi! Conſequences may ariſe, from the 


praiſe of ſuch Miuiſters, who Read not 
the Common Prayers., Diftinctiy, Reve- 
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rently , and Entirely, as by the Rubrick, 
and by the 14th Canon, they are obliged to 
do, without either diminiſhing in regard 
of Preaching, or in any other reſpects, or 
adding any thing, in the Matter, or Form 


thereof. 


bringing ſuch Infants, as have been pri- 


vately Baptized , into the Church, to the 


intent, that the Congregation may be Cer- 


tified thereof, and the Child be there re- 
cewed as one of the Flock of true Chri- 

ſtian People, as the Rubrick directs; and. 
that the unjuſtifiable uſe of the form of 
publick Baptiſm, in private Houſes, 
hath leſſened the Reverence due to that 
Holy Office; and, in ſome places, hath 


given Opportunity to Perſons to intrude 
into the Adminiftration of that Holy Sa- 


2 of 
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That there hath been a great negle& of 


crament, and occaſioned thoſe undue Pra- 


ices of Mutilating the publick Form, and 


Baptizing without the Sign:of the Croſs, 


or God-ſathers and God-mothers. 


That the Remiſsneſs of Church War- 


dens, in not making ſuch Proviſion for the 


Adminiftration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, as the Rubrick and Canons 
direct, hath in Sundry Caſes given matter 


the occaſion of much Indecency in the Ce- 
lebration of that Holy Sacrament... 


That the Apoſtles Rule concerning De- 


cency and Order, in the publick Worſhip - 
of God, and the directions of our Church 
| is 


of Offence to good Chriſtians, and been 
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are in ſeveral” Churches of this Province, 
notoriouſly Violated , by the irreverent 


and diſorderly behavio:'r, oi thoſe Perſons 
who preſume to cover their Heads, in the 
Church, in the time of Divine Service, 
or who do not, in kneeling, ſtanding, and 

other reſpects, demean themſelves in ſuch 


manner, as is by that Canon, and the Book 
of Common Prayer required; or who, by 
walking, or talking, or otherwiſe, diſturb 
the Service or Sermon, or without any 


urgent or neceſſary Cauſe depart out of 


the Church, during the time of Service, or 

That notwithſtanding the Exemplar) 
care of many Biſhops, in the aamiſſion 
of Perſons into Holy Orders, (for which 


we have great Reaſon to bleſs God, and 


to be thankiul to their Lordſhips) yet to 
our grief, in ſome Dioceſics, the Conditi- 
ons in that regard preſcribed by the 334, 
34tb, and 35th Canons, have not been 
obſerved. On the contrary, the little Cau- 
tion uſed by Some in Granting, and by 


Others inAjiowing of Letters Teftimonial ; 


the not inſiſting on True, Certain, and 
Sufficient Titlc- 5 the want of a ſtrict and 


diligent Examination of ſuch , as offer 


themſelves to be ordained; and an unne- 


. ceffary ordination of Perſons , without ei- 
ther Univerſicy Degrees, or Education, 
continue to be juſt matter of Complaint. 


And it were further to be wiſhed, that 
the Ordinations of Miniſters, might al” 
ways be enter'd in the publick Regiſters 
of their reſpedive Dioceſs , in ſo Parti- 


cular and Authentick a manner, as to 
afford ſufficient Evidence, for the detecting 


ſuch Verſions, as forge Letters of Orders, 
and to provide againſt the Inconveniencies 
which may ariſe to the Clergy, upon any 


Iolſs of their Letters of Ordeis. 


That frequent Abuſes have happened to 


the great Scandal of the Church, and the 
Juriſdiction thereof, by the negleck of the 
103d. Canon. which"appoints, that before 


any Licence for. the Celebration of Ma- 


erimony be granted, it ſhall appear, to the 


Judge (by the Oaths of two ſufficient Wit- 


_ ;neſſes,” one of them to be known te the 


51 


inthe 18th Canon, anſwerable to that Rule, 


Judge himſeff, or to fome othet Perſon of 

Reputation then preſent, and known 
likewiſe to the ſaid Judge) chat the expreſs 
Conſent of the Parents, or Parent, if 
One be Dead, or Guardians or Guardian 
of the parties is thereunto had, and ob- 
tain d. As alſo by the irregular granting of 
Licences of Marriage, contrary to the true 
intent of the 102d. Canon, which provides, 
that one Condition of every ſecurity taken 
upon granting any Licence be, that Matri- 
mony ſhall be Celebrated in the Pariſh- 
Church, or Chappel, where One of the 
parties dwelleth, and in no other place. 
As likewiſe, by the practice of Miniſters, 
who, (contrary to the expreſs Prohibition 


of the 62d Canon) do under any pretence 
whatſoever, joyn any Perſons in Marriage, 
at any time, but only between the Hours 


of Eight and Twelve in the Morning, or 
in any Place, but in the Pariſh Church, ot 
Chappel, where one of them dwelleth ; 
and moreover by the evil Cuſtom of Lodg- 
ing blank Licences in improper Hands. 


And we cannot but expreſs our hearty 


Concern, that, notwithſtanding the wiſe 
provifion made by the Laws Eccleſiaftical, 
and Civil. againft Clandeftine Marriages, 
there ſhould ftill be found Perſons, being, 


or pretending to be, in Holy Orders, who 


frequently. tranſgreſs the ſaid Laws, tothe 


7 


many Families. 


diſhonour of the Church, and the Ruin o 


That perſons Excommunicated, and not 
Reforming themſelves within three Months, 
have not every ſix Months enſuing been o- 
perly denounced, both in t he Pariſh Church, 
and in the Cathedral of the Dioceſs, where 
they remain; in ſuch manner as is pre- 


ſcribed by the 65th Canon; for want of 


which Publick,and Repeated Denunciation, 
the good Ends propoſed jn that Canon, 
have been fruſtrated; and the Sentence 
of Excommunication, bath been rendred 


tefs Awful, and Effectuaß, than it ought 


That Commutations of Peunance, with« 


out the knowledge of the Biſhop, and the . 


frequency of ſich Commutetions, even, 


for ſight ſumms, and in improper Caſes, 
and the private diſpolal of the Money, 


thence 
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thence ariſing, without, notifying the ſame 


evil, Conſequence, a they tend greatly to 
diſcourage Chtrch-Werdens; from: proſe- 
cutiag Offenders, as they are inſufficient. 
tor removing the ſcandal given toi the 


* 
* 


Church, and tor reforming the Perſons ſo; 


£6] 


to the Congregation, ate practices of very _ 


their Pety baye been one great Cauſe, 


of chf. preient, decay of Church Diſeiplme 
ande negled of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
dition, and chat Church-Wardens: have 
been greatly diſcouraged from doing their 


Duty, in this geſpect, by the Remiſsneſs of 


allowed to Commute, and are plainly re-. Eccleſiaſtical, Indges, and their Officers, 
pugnant to a Conſtitution mage in the in not Prgſecyting ſuch; Matters, and Per- 


* 
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to be inflicted by the Biſhop. g. 


ear 1597+ which forbids ſuch ab.ſcs, un- ſons, as have at any time beęn preſented 
der the Penalty of three Months ſuſpenſion, : to them 148 
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, PCN To NG „ 
That the Credit and Influence of the 


That the ſuffering of Perſons to inſtruct ..Ecclefiaftical Juriſdiction, bath been much 


Youth, as Tufors or Schoolmaſters, with- 
out ſuch; Licence from the Ordinary, as is 


impair'd by the Corrupt Practice of Re- 
giſters, in taking (contrary to the 135th 


required by the Act of Uniformity and the Canon) other or greater fees, than ſuch 


it | lion and as were Certified to the moſt Reverend 
ouragement to ſeveral Ignorant and Di'- the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in the Year 


£712 Canon, hath given Occaſion. and En- 
affected Perſons to erect Seminaries, where 1597, and by him ratified and approved; 
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in not only Academical Learning is preten- 
ded to be taught, to the prejudice of the 
two Univerſities, but, as we. are informed, 


and perſwaded, ſuch Principles are alſo in- 


and that great occaſion hath been given 
to their Exactions in this point, by the 
Impunity , with which they have been 
permitted to Tranſgreſs the 136th Canen, 


ſtilled into Youth, as tend to perpetuate- 


. 
* 


-» 


% 


LY 


That Perſons have been admitted to be 


Chancellors, or Officials, and, as ſuch, to 


"verſity ; the advancement of which Per- 
ſons, not Qualified with degrees of Schools, 
to Offices ot ſo great Truft, and Authority, 
ie, as we Conceive, againft the true In- 
tent and Meaning of the 127th Canon, as 
well as againſt the declared Opinion of 
the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops, in the Year 
of our Lord 1571. that, 

Commiſſarius & 


Doctrinæ nomine, gradum aliquem ſuſceperit; 
And doth Manifeſtly tend to the diſ- 
couragement of the Study and Profeſſion 


of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to the 


Prejudice of the Univerſity's, and to the 


impairing of the Dignity of thoſe Offices. 


That the defeQtive Preſentments of 
Church-Wardens, and the Connivance of 
thoſe, who by the 26:6 and 117th Canons 
are empowered and required, to puniſh 


aivis Cancellarius 
| Officials erit Inſtitutus in Le- 
gibus Eccleſiaſtici & civilibus, qui in Scholis, 


dhe Schilm, we now labour under, and toy. 
ſubvert the Eftabliſhed Conſtitution. _ 


Exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, who 
have not taken any Degree in any Uni- 


Conſtituting and Appointmg, that every 


the ſaid Fees ; One in the uſual place or 
Confiſtory, where the Court is kept, and 
the Other in his Regiſtry ; and both of 
them: in/ſuch : ſort; as that every Perfon, 
whom it Concerneth, may without Diffi- 


culty come to the view and peruſal thereof, 


and take a Copy of them, and that Re- 
iſters offending againſt the ſaid Canon 
ul be ſuſpended from the Execution of 
, | 


That the Suffering the Seal of any Ju- 
riſdiction to be kept, by any other Per- 
ſon, but either the Judge himſelf, or his 
Lawful ſubſtitute, exerciſing Iuriſdiction 
for him (Contrary to the 124th Canon) 
hath occaſioned many Clandeftine , and 
Corrupt practices, whereby Eccleſiaftical 
Judges have been much defrauded, their 
Authority abuſed, and the Acts and Pro- 
ceedings of their Courts defamed and vi- 
lified. And that like Inconveniences have 
happned by ſending out Proceſſes of Quo- 
rum nomina , without firft expreſly en- 
tring the Names of all ſuch , as thereb 


are to be cited, and a Subſcription of the 


Aaid 


Regiſter ſball place two Tables, contain - 
ing the ſeveral Rates, and Summs of all 
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ſaid Proceſſes, and Names, by the Judge, 
or his Deputy; which Circumftances are 
directed and required by the 120th Ca- 
non. 


"Thar many great Inconveniencies have 


enſued, and may hereafcer ariſe , by the 


negle& of Regiſters, in not Cauſing all 
Teftaments exhibited into their Offices, 
to be Regiſtred within a Convenient time, 
according to the direction given in the 
134th Canon, as alſo by the Non-obſler- 
vance of the 125th Canon, which Orders 
and Enjoyns, that all ſuch Poſſeſſors and 
Exetciſers of Peculiar Juriſdiction, as 


have no knewn nor certain Regiſters, 
nor publick Place to keep their Records 


in, ſhall once in every Year, exhibite in- 
to the publick Regiſtry of the Biſhop of 


the Dioceſe, or ot the Dean and Chapter, 
under whole Juriſdiction the ſaid becu- 
liars are, every Original Teſtament of 
eyery Perſon in chat time deceaſed, and 


by them proved in their ſeveral Peculiar 


Iuriſdictions, or a true Copy of every 


ſuch Teftament , Examined, Subſcribed, 


and Sealed' by the Peculiar Judge and 


his Notary. 


That the Exacting of exceſſive Fees for 
Iturions, and, particu- 


larly the obliging the 
Inftitutions, to pay great and unreaſona- 
ble Fees to the Biſhop: Officer for Se- 


queſtration, Relaxation, and for the Ap- 
paritors laying of both, and afterwards 


refuſing them Induction, unleſs they will 
pay the fame Fees over again to the! 
Deacons Regiſter, as alſo the Multipl 


ing of Fees for Sequeſtration and Relaxa- 


tion, where there are ſeveral Chappels of 


Eaſe under one Mother Church, are a 


great and very oppreſſive burden upon 
the Clergy. | 


Arch- 


(71 


Canon, whole Fees for ſuch Inftruments 
have been demanded and payed, more 
than once, in the time of the ſaid Biſhop. 


That great Trouble and Charge have 
been Occaſion d to ſeveral Miniſters, 
through the default and Miſ-behayiour 
of Sub- collectors, and other Officers em- 
ploy'd in receiving of Tenths, who have 
either demanded and taken Arbitrary and 


exceſſive Fees in diſcharge of ſuch Tenths, 


as have not been paid .in time, or in 
proſpett of ſome undue; advantage, have 
Suffered Tenths to lye long in Arrear, to 
the Prejudice of ſucceeding Miniſters, who, 


* , 


by this neglect, ſtand often Charged with 
the Debts of their Predeceſſors. | 


That great Encroachments have been 
made upon the Rights and Poſſeſſions of 
the Church by, the general neglect of pro- 
curing and preſerving true Notes and Ler- 


riers of. Glebe-Lands, and other Poſſeſ- 


ſions, belonging to Churches, as is or- 
dain'd by the $87tþ Canon. | 


That due Care hath not been taken to ob · 
ſerve that Statute (29. Car. 2. c. 8.) which 
Enacts, that every Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, 
Dean and Chapter, ſhall cauſe every 
Leaſe or Grant, wherein N menta- 


Clergy , at their tion for the ule of any Vicar" or Curate is 


made, to be enter'd in a Book of Parch- 
ment to be kept by their Regiſters ; and 
that the ſaid entry being Examined, dy 
the Reſpective Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, Dean 
and Chapter, and by them attefted, in the 
ſaig Book, to be a true Copy (and that the 
Augmentation was intended for ſuch uſe). 
ſhall be as a Record, a Copy whereof. 
Proved by Witneſſes, ſhall be Evidence at 
Law: for want of which care, many Vi- 
cars, and Curates , may be deprived of 


Ld Add 


That from the 127th Canon, concerning 


Tees to be paidfor-ſhewing Letters of Or- 


ders, and other Licences, occaſion hath 
been taken, unnee«ſfarily, to Mulcipl 


then they had, or were bound to Exhibite: 


and contrary to the expreſs Words of that 


* 
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Inftruments, and to demand of the Clergy 
at Viſitations, Fees for more Inftruments, 


the Benefit intended them by that whol- 
Itable-La w. 


That in ſome late Editions of rhe Holy 
Bible, and of the Liturgy of the Church of 


England, ſeveral groſs Errors have been 


Committed. 


This Houſe had alſo intended, to have 
offered to your Lordſhips, a eres if 
CC 


CT. tion ( dong face prepared by their Com. 
r mittee, and which had it not been for your 
8 29Rs Lotdſhips long Receſs, would have been 
W timely laid before You ) Concerning the 
open Immorality and Prophaneſs öf the 
Stage, and of the inſufferable LENT 

_ there taken to Expoſe ſacred Things an 
| Perſons \ which hath given juſt matter of 
1 :candal and Grief to all ſerious Chriftians, 
| 99985 d nd hath been one Chief occaſion, of that 
i -Corruption of Manners and Contempt of 
8 Religion, which at preſent prevail. But 


| they find themſelves happily prevented in 
Mga” "this" Inftance , by the Pious care of Her. 


- Majefty, in the late order given, for re- 

preſſing and reftraining ſuch great Enor- 

mities for the future. They fubmit it 

however to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, 

"and godly Concern for Religion, whether 

es | this Houſe may not be permitted to joyn 
RIES | with your Lordſhips, in an Addreſs to Her 
| Majeſty, Expreſſing our humble thanks 

for the ſeaſonable Interpoſſtion of her 

Royal Authority), towards Remedying 
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theſe Licentious Practices, and our Zarueſt 
Deſire, and Prayer, that it may be Ef. 
fectual, thoroughly to ſuppreſs the lame. 


lis pleaſe your Grace, and your Lordſhipe, 
* Theſe Articles we humbly lay before 


of the Grievances ,. therein repreſented, 
may appear to your Lordſhips (as All of 
them do to Us) worthy of preſent delibe- 
ration and redr ess. 


We have choſe to offer them in Ge- 
neral, without ſpecifying, on each Head, 
the particular Facts on which they are 
Grounded; as Judging this Method of Ap- 

_ plication moft decent, and moſt agreeable 
to Ancient Precedents: We ſhall be ready 
. nevertheleſs to bring, in due form, ſpe- 
© cial Proof of, theſe general Suggeſtions, 


: 


_ wherever it ſhall be thought wanting,” and 


| whenever your Lordſhip ſhall be pleaſed 


"to demand it. 
* * * I * n 
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your Lordfhips, in hopes that Some at leaft 
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